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Clean Marina Initiatives 

• New: Support for Great 

Lakes Clean Marinas, the 

Green Marina Education 

and Outreach Project 

• Network: Great Lakes 

Clean Marina experts and 

collaborators in the region 

• Status: Clean Marina 

Programs in OH, MI, WI  

and other states; and 

current challenges 



Clean Marina Initiatives 

 

• New: Support for 

Great Lakes Clean 

Marinas: the 

Green Marina 

Education and 

Outreach Project 

• Federal: Great 

Lakes Restoration 

Initiative Funding 

• Key Deliverables: 

Regional BMP 

document 

• Measures: 

Certified marinas 



What’s the Clean Marina 

Concept?  

 Recreational Boating Businesses recognize the 
critical importance of water quality and as a 
result voluntarily agree to incorporate sound 
environmental practices into the day to day 
operation of their facility. Participation is above 
and beyond State and Federal regulatory 
compliance.  



PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 



Advantages of Being Part of 

The Clean Marina Program 

• Boating and a Clean Environment are 

 intimately related 

• Attracting new market segments that  value   

 Clean Marinas 

• Reduction in the Waste stream can save   

 disposal costs 

•    Regulators regard Clean Marinas as good    

 environmental stewards. 

• Due diligence - In the event of major 

 environmental incident regulators will be sure    

 to assess  whether the facility was prepared to  

 handle an environmental emergency 

 

 



Management Measures 
for Marinas and Recreational Boating 

• Siting considerations 

• Design & Maintenance 

• Petroleum Control  

• Solid/Liquid Waste Containment & Disposal 

• Sewage Handling 

• Boat Maintenance & Repair 

• Marina Management 

• Storm Water Management 

• Fish Waste Management 

• Boat Washing 

• Public Education and Community 

• Laws and Regulations 

 

 





State Mandatory  
BMPs 

Program 
Required BMPs 

Recommended 
BMPs 

Separate 
Standards for 
Different Marina 
Types or 
Boatyards  

Michigan 100% 100 % of 
applicable 

70% 
 

No 

Wisconsin 100 % 100% 50% No 

Ohio 100% 100% 
 

50% 
 

No 
 

Indiana 100% 80% of  
applicable 

Scored on point 
system 

No 

Pennsylvania and 
New York 

No certification Education Only 

Certification Standards 

Some states certify boatyards using the same BMP guidance and applicable standards  

 



Donna Morrow, Administrator, MD Department of Natural Resources Boating Services 

2009 National Clean Marina   

Survey      
  
100% (260) changed at least one practice 

  39% changed five practices 

  25% (266) Realized cost savings 

  26% (269) Developed new sources of revenue 

  35% (267) Attracted new customers 

 



Green Marina Education  

and Outreach Project 

• Funding: (3-years) 

• Focus: Develop 

uniform BMPs to 

reduce pollution 

from boating and 

marina activities  

 

• Partners:  

Michigan, Ohio and 

Wisconsin Sea 

Grant, and others in 

the region (MN, 

IL/IN, NY, PA) 



Enhancing Our Training Tool 

Clean Marina Classroom: http://cmpcourse.com 

Videos: http://www.youtube.com/user/michiganseagrant 

 

 



www.cmpcourse.com 



www.cmpcourse.com 



www.cmpcourse.com 



Our Competitive Edge 

• Regional 

collaboration 

• Established univ., 

gov., and industry 

connections 

• Protecting drinking 

water supply 

• Commitment to 

science-based 

methods 

• Leveraging existing 

tools and SG network 

• Concrete measures 



Measures 

Key Strategic Outcome:  

• Coastal communities and 

businesses will be more 

environmentally and 

economically sustainable by: 

– Adopting best management 

practices that minimize runoff and 

water pollution; 

– Limiting the spread of invasive 

species; and 

– Protecting natural habitats. 

Measurable Results:   

• # certified marinas in GL 

• # participants in training 

courses, workshops, 

webinars. 

• # of best practices 

implemented. 

• # AOCs impacted in GL 



Networks 
2.  Great Lakes Clean 

Marina (Outreach) 

Network: First meeting 

sparked good 

discussion about key 

issues.  

Purpose:  

• Assisting with key 

issues (hull washing) 

• Helping to promote 

regional BMPs in all 

GL states. 

• Sharing training and 

outreach tools to help 

sustain these efforts in 

the region. 

• Teams and Networks 

Developed: 

1. Tech Team: 4 of 15 

Tech Team members 

provided comments to 

BMPs. Purpose:  

• Facilitate consistency 

in certification 

standards, to extent 

possible given state 

rules. 

• Include experts from 

marina/boating 

industry, regulatory 

agencies, and Clean 

Marina programs. 

 



Key Issues 
• Hull washing - Marinas are 

concerned that more stringent 

requirements are coming and are 

uncertain about investing in practices 

now that may be insufficient if state 

rules are modified later. 

• No discharge zones 

• Antifreeze collection 

• Stormwater permits 

• Pesticide application 

• Marine debris (shrink-wrap, 

monofilament) 

• Sustained funding for training and 

certification efforts (decrease in 

state budgets) 




